
























Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
Please Order From: 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 











NOTICE 


WE ISSUED, ON SEPTEMBER 15th, 1950, A NEW CATALOGUE 
ILLUSTRATING MANY NEW PATTERNS OF MATERIALS FOR 
VESTMENTS, AS WELL AS MANY NEW BRAIDS, EMBLEMS AND 
OTHER TRIMMINGS SUITABLE FOR THE MAKING OF VEST- 
MENTS, ALTAR DECORATIONS, ETC., ETC. 


Send for your copy today. No obligation. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


**The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 


f eautiful 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


with the mission spirit 








Each box contains 21 cards designed to carry the message of the 
Christ Child. Be a Christmas Missionary this year. 


$1.00. Boxes sent upon request only. 
Order from: 


THE MISSION STORE, Benet Lake, Wisconsin 
Missionary Sisters of St. Benedict 
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Our Infant of Prague Christmas Gift Package 
Makes a much appreciated gift! Contains the following: 


(1) Ever-sharp pencil, snowy-white opaque finish, with gold- 
plated trimmings, bearing image of Divine Infant with inscription: 
“The more you honor Me, the more I will bless you.” (2) 64-page 
booklet, with history of the devotion, accounts of many favors and 
numerous prayers. (3) White plastic 2-way torpedo pencil holder 
with pencil. (4) Artistic medal, mounted on card. (5) Picture and 
leaflets. (6)Gift card bearing sender’s greetings. All enclosed in an 
attractive gift box, $1.50 prepaid. Place your orders early to ensure 
timely delivery. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
‘ : aaa 
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With the Angels who fill the stable of Bethlehem and serenade the 
Divine Babe with hymns of love and adoration, let us direct all the senses 
of our body and all the faculties of our soul to His praise and honor, so 
that all within us may sing, ‘‘Gloria in excelsis Deo!’’ 
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DVENT is a time set aside by the Church to cele- 
brate the advent (that is, the coming) of Christ into 
the world. It is a penitential time, and a time of 
devotion, in which we are daily called upon by the 
Church to “prepare the way of the Lord, to make 
straight His paths.” The Church wishes us to enter 
into dispositions such as those St. John the Baptist 

required of the people when he preached to them conversion and pen- 
ance in order to prepare them for their Messias. It is the wish of 
Holy Mother Church that we turn away from our sins in sorrow and 
repentance, and turn to God with our whole heart by love and affec- 
tion, so that we may dispose our souls to welcome our Savior whose 
birth we are about to celebrate. She wishes us so to embrace the 
grace and mercy which He brings with Him at His coming as Savior 
that we may escape hereafter those dreadful judgments which His 
justice shall execute upon impenitent sinners when He comes as Judge 
of the living and the dead. It behooves us, then, to dedicate this holy 
time to suitable exercises of devotion and penance, so that its purpose 
may be fulfilled in us. 

At the beginning of this holy season, the Church summons us, with 
the words of St. Paul, to dispose ourselves for the coming of Christ: 
“It is now the time for us to rise from sleep, because now our salva- 
tion is nearer than when we came to believe. The night is far ad- 
vanced; the day is at hand. Let us, therefore, lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us walk becomingly as 
in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
wantonness, not in strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ...” (Rom. 13:11-14). 

Let us regard these words as being addressed to us in person, in 
order to awaken us and to stir us up to begin a new life. Have we 
not, perhaps, been quite asleep as regards the greatest of all our con- 
cerns? Are not a great number of Christians “asleep” by their un- 
accountable indolence in the important business of the salvation of 
their souls and of a happy eternity? And what is worse, are they not 
sleeping in the very midst of dangers and of mortal enemies who are 
continually plotting their destruction, and upon the very brink of a 
precipice, from which, if they fall, they will be plunged into hell? 

But even if we have been intent upon our salvation and have tried 
to be faithful and fervent in the practice of our religion, must we not 
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all confess that there is much room for improvement, and much cause 
for deploring our coldness and negligence in the past? 

Let us, then, listen seriously to the summons of Mother Church, 
and rouse ourselves now from this unhappy lethargy, and, from now 
on, begin to apply ourselves in good earnest to that one and only pur- 
pose for which we are in this world—the salvation of our souls. Let 
us cast off now and forever the “works of darkness” and put on Jesus 
Christ. 

On the first Sunday of Advent, the terrors of God’s justice are set 
before our eyes, in the description given in the Gospel of the great 
accounting day—the day of the Last Judgment. Those who will not 
respond to the sweet invitations of God’s mercy will, it is hoped, be 
roused by the thunder of Divine Justice, and be induced by a whole- 
some fear of the dreadful judgments that are continually hanging over 
the heads of impenitent sinners, to make good use of this present time 
of mercy. 

“Ah, sinners!” exclaims the saintly Bishop Challoner, “if this 
day you hear the voice of the Lord, either sweetly inviting you with 
the allurements of His mercy, or terrifying you with the threats of 
His judgments, see that you harden not your hearts. For now is your 
time. Sleep on no longer, lest you come to sleep in death, as it hap- 
pened to them of old, who, by refusing to hearken to God’s voice, pro- 
voked Him so far that He swore to them in His wrath that they should 
never enter into His rest. “Take heed... lest that day come upon you 
suddenly as a snare. For come it will, and upon all who dwell on the 
face of the earth. Watch, then, praying at all times, that you may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things that are to be, and to 
stand before the Son of Man’ (Luke 22:34-36).” 
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Scheyern Cross Premium Offer Ends December 31st 


As mentioned in previous issues, we will continue to give a 
Scheyern Cross for each new subscription to “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory’’ until the end of the Jubilee Year, 1950. Each cross is accom- 
panied with an explanatory leaflet. These crosses are treasured be- 
cause they have been touched to a Relic of the True Cross kept in 
the Monastery at Scheyern, Germany, whence their name. In cherish- 
ing them, reverence is paid to the Cross on which Our Lord died. 
From It, too, is derived their efficacy in obtaining spiritual and tem- 
poral graces. They are given only for NEW subscriptions, solicited 
from friends, or sent as gift-subscriptions. 


Send subscriptions to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Our Immaculate Mother 
sei 

ET us rejoice and be glad, and “sing- 

ing and making melody in our 
hearts,” let us enter into the spirit of the 
feast the Church keeps on December 8 in 
honor of the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary. Mingling our songs with those of 
the angelic choirs, let us break forth into 
paeans of glad thanksgiving to God for 
the glory of our Mother’s Conception. AVE: MARIA 
Immaculate! Immaculate! The very air 
seems to vibrate with the triumphant word! And the Church, too, bids 
us rejoice, for she has fogotten to preach the duties of Advent and laid 
aside her purple vestments, and decorated our Mother’s statue with 
blossoms as white as the driven snow, stately lilies so like our Mother’s 
self, flowers so meet an emblem of her dazzling purity. Weighted 
with our acts of love, are they not an acceptable offering to her? 





The feast of the Immaculate Conception has a particular signifi- 
cance. It presents to us the first fruits of the Redemption. It not 
only celebrates the anniversary of the creation of the glorious Mother 
of God, but it honors that sublime privilege by which she was pre- 
served from the stain contracted by all other children of Adam. And 
in this year of Jubilee it has an added importance, for it commemorates 
the mystery in Our Blessed Mother’s life which is the seed and germ 
of that other glorious mystery of the Assumption, which the Holy 
Father has so recently defined as a dogma of faith. 

Our faith in the Immaculate Conception of the Mother of God 
means that we believe that at the very instant when God united the 
soul of Mary which He had created to the body it was to animate, 
it did not contract the stain of original sin which at that same instant 
defiles every human soul that comes into being. On the contrary, it 
was filled with immeasurable grace, which rendered the Mother of 
God, from the first moment of her creation, the mirror of the sanctity 
of God Himself, in so far as it is possible to a creature. When Pius 
IX, by his infallible authority, declared this continued faith of the 
Church to be a revelation of God, the definition was received with 
enthusiasm by the whole Christian world. The eighth of December in 
the year 1854 is one of the most memorable in the Church’s history. 

Even before the solemn proclamation of the dogma, the Church 
kept the feast of the Immaculate Conception. It was not called the 
Immaculate Conception, but simply the “Conception” of Mary. The 
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fact that such a feast was instituted and kept is an unmistakable ex- 
pression of the faith of Christendom in Mary’s Immaculate Conception. 
The same may be said of the Assumption, which is its glorious counter- 
part and reward. 

The fundamental reason why God suspended the law which His 
Divine Justice had passed upon all the children of Adam was His 
regard for His own infinite sanctity. It would be impossible to recon- 
cile the thought of Mary falling under this law of Divine Justice when 
she was to become really and truly the Mother of God Himself. She 
was not only the Daughter of the Eternal Father, but she was destined 
to be the Mother of the Son and the Spouse of the Holy Spirit. 
A creature who was to contract such close relations with the adorable 
Trinity could not be defiled for an instant of time. 

A great Doctor of the Church, St. Anselm, says: “It was just 
that this holy Virgin should be adorned with the greatest purity that 
can be conceived after that of God Himself, since God the Father was 
to give to her, as her Child, the only-begotten Son whom He loved as 
Himself, as being begotten to Him from His own Bosom; and this in 
_such a manner that the selfsame Son of God was, by nature, the Son 
of both God the Father and this blessed Virgin. This same Son chose 
her to be substantially His Mother; and the Holy Spirit willed that in 
her womb He would operate the conception and birth of Him from 
whom He Himself proceeded.” 

Truly is Mary, our Immaculate Mother, the Ark of the Covenant, 
built of an incorruptible wood and covered over with the purest gold. 
She is the ark of our salvation, the one creature that was not wrecked 
in the universal deluge. Into this closed garden the serpent could not 
enter. The limpid waters of this sealed fountain were never ruffled. 
She is truly the House of the Word, whereon His eyes were ever fixed. 
How the Church delights in telling all her glorious titles! Pale and 
fair, like the moon, the sun is her robe and the stars her crown. She 
is the unique being who encompassed the Eternal; she carried in her 
arms the Hidden Deity, the Incarnate God. 


Withal, the peerless one, who like a beautiful vision stands before 
us, is a creature like ourselves. She has lived and loved and suffered, 
suffered more than any human creature has ever been called upon to 
suffer. And, rapturous thought! we are her children. We were given 
to her as a legacy by her Divine Son. Mary Immaculate! Mother 
of God and our Mother! How we should pray to be worthy children 
of that august Mother! Let us ask her, through her Immaculate Con- 
ception, to pray that as Jesus chose her for His first dwelling place, 
so He may find rest also in our lowly hearts. * 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 231 


JSoday aw Daten ee Boon BRarw to Wire, 


othot petite 


OR almost twenty centuries, mankind has been hearing or 
reading over and over again the words of the Angel to the 
shepherds of Bethlehem: “Glory to God in the highest and 

peace on earth to men of 
good will!” They are al- 
ways associated in the 
minds of Christians with 
the birth of the Savior of 
the world. We speak of 
that birthday in ordinary 
language as Christmas 
Day. Christmas is a holy 
day. Christ Himself has 
made it so. Holy Mother 
Church has sacredly 
guarded that day, and 
has kept it holy through 
the long years of her 
fruitful work among men. 
Under her maternal care 
it will always be holy. 
All Christian homes 
observe Christmas Day, 
but not all who call them- 
selves “Christians” keep 


it truly as a holy day. ‘‘Today, in the town of David, s Savior has been 
born to you who is Christ the Lord’’ (Luke 2:11). 





Even in some Catholic 
homes the spirit of worldliness prevails and almost supersedes the true 
Christmas spirit. But, blessed be God! in the majority of Catholic 
homes, at least, the story of the birth of the Christ Child is retold from 
generation to generation, and becomes as familiar as the air that is 
breathed, while the keeping of the sacred mysteries and religious ob- 
servances in a truly Catholic way makes the day a holy and blessed 
one. 

Many sacred and tender memories are associated with Christmas; 
ceremonies in keeping with the national spirit of the family, the Christ- 
mas crib and Christmas candle, Christmas hymns, and distinctive ob- 
servances, characterize the time. The homecoming of members of the 
family from a distant school or occupations far away brings a joyous 
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family reunion, and then in the sacred atmosphere of the Midnight 
Mass, Family Communion makes Christmas actually live as the Son 
of God is born again in the heart of each and every member of the 
family. There, indeed, the invulnerable bond of family union is divin- 
ized. 

To those who believe and worship and love, Christmas is holy and 
blessed. To kneel before the altar while the Holy Sacrifice is celebrated 
and contemplate the Christ Child, the gift of the Heavenly Father to 
mankind; to adore Him with Mary and Joseph and the shepherds; to 
praise and glorify God with the angels — these are salutary and holy 
acts, the very essence of Christmas! Every God-loving person rejoices 
at the thought of so many good and thoroughly Christian souls, who 
with the clear eyes of faith penetrate today’s Mystery and see it in its 
reality and meaning. With hearts kindled with Divine love, these 
fervent souls render praise to the Triune God for having united our 
frail fallen nature to His own infinitely perfect Nature, by the incarna- 
tion of the Son of God. They exult in the goodness of God in having 
made possible, in the union of the two natures in the Person of the 
Word, our union in His wonderful Mystical Body, and our real par- 
ticipation in His Divine Nature, through grace and the sacrament of 
the Eucharist. 

But, on the other hand, one’s heart aches when one thinks of how 
little room there is in the world for its Savior, for His Immaculate 
Virgin-Mother and for good St. Joseph. There are many people in 
our day who lack faith in the Christ Child. Religion has vanished 
from many homes. In them, worldliness, materialism and self-seeking 
prevail. Through numberless channels, they are influenced by a phi- 
losophy of life from which the true Christmas spirit is banned. The 
trend toward paganism becomes more and more apparent in these 
homes, and in them there is no room for the Christ Child as a Savior. 

This spirit cannot bring peace and happiness to the world. The 
only force which can guard civilization and culture against the modern 
trend of materialism and unbelief is religion and the things it gives. 
To establish a new order, the leaders of nations must be guided by the 
teachings of the Prince of Peace, and the citizens of every nation must 
exemplify in their lives the precepts of love, charity, and obedience 
to God’s law which fill the Gospel. The Christ Child teaches the way 
of peace. It is the way of faith, humility, and the love of God and of 
fellowmen. The Infant Savior came into the world to glorify God and 
bring peace to men of good will. We, too, glorify God by living 
virtuous lives, and hasten peace in the world by promoting peace in 
our hearts and homes, and in our relationships with others. 
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Christmas is meant to be a day of spiritual joy and peace. It 
will be so if we prepare for it worthily, celebrate it prayerfully, and 
take to heart the great truth of Christmas, that through Christ’s coming 
we were made adopted children of God and heirs of heaven. 

“Today a Savior has been born to you, who is Christ the Lord!” 
May His blessing and peace rest in every heart and home of earth, 
that it may be a blessed and joyous Christmas for all mankind! 


bo 50,010,010, 0,0) 





With @rateful Flearts ss 


we turn to the Divine Babe of Bethlehem, to implore His 
richest blessings upon you, our faithful friends and subscribers, 
and upon your homes and loved ones. May the blessed feast 


of Christmas bring to each one of you true peace of heart, joy 
in your faith, and an abundance of God's lovel 

May we ask you, too, to unite with us in fervent thanks= 
giving to God for the blessings He has bestowed upon our 
Congregation during the seventy-five years of its existence (see 
page 239) == $O many of which, in the material order, we owe 


to your charitable assistance, our kind friends and benefactors. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 

















The Mystery of Christmas 
os 


HRISTMAS Day presents to us the most beautiful of all 

Christian mysteries—the birth of the Savior of mankind 

in the lowly form of an infant. Under the veil of flesh, 

in the form of an innocent babe, we are permitted to con- 

template and adore the Divinity. As we gaze upon the 
Divine Babe, sentiments of love and tenderness fill our hearts. We 
have reasons to fear the just Judge of mankind, of whose advent we 
have been mindful during the weeks of preparation for Christmas; 
but we hasten with confidence to the Divine Child, who, in His coming 
as Savior, dispels all fear and invites us to adoration. 

The great mystery of the Incarnation, and the manifestation of 
the love of God which it reveals, should be the object of meditation 
every day. Let us, at least, during the holy season of Christmastide 
offer grateful prayers of adoration and praise to God for the gift of 
His only-begotten Son. The following sentiments give expression to 
the thoughts of love which should fill our hearts as we contemplate in 
spirit the Babe of Bethlehem. Like the refrain of a litany, the invita- 
tory verse: “Come, let us adore the Babe of Bethlehem,” is to be re- 
peated after each consideration. 
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Come! Let Us Adore the Babe of Bethlehem 


This day is exhibited a mystery of love; this day the angels are 
astonished; this day unhappy man is redeemed from the tyranny of 
hell. — Come! let us adore the Babe of Bethlehem. 

Today the law and the prophets are fulfilled; today the “Desire 
of the everlasting hills” has come down; today the heavens are broken 
through and the “Expectation of Nations” has descended. 

Today the heavens have dropped down dew, and the clouds have 
rained the Just; today the earth has opened and budded forth a Savior. 

Today the iniquity of the earth is destroyed; today the Savior of 
the world reigns over His people. 

Today true peace has descended from heaven; today the entire 
extent of the heavens is overflowing with honey. 

Today is the brilliant day of new redemption; the day of ancient 
reparation; the day of eternal bliss. 

Today the Fountain of riches is covered with rags; today Omnip- 
otence assumes the form of a helpless infant; today the Creator of 
heaven and earth cannot find a resting place among men. 

Today He comes into the world that was made by Him and it 
knows Him not; today He comes unto His own, and they receive Him 
not. 

Today Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God, is born of the 
Virgin Mary, in the stable of Bethlehem. 

He has come down from His royal throne while all things were 
in deep silence and the night was in the midst of its course. 

His advent is announced by a heavenly army; His praise is 
hymned by an angelic choir. 

The lowly of the earth are invited to His birth; the shepherds 
of Bethlehem are summoned to the joyful scene. 

“Let us pass over to Bethlehem” with them, and enter the humble 
cave; let us explore the mysteries of this sanctified grotto. 

Let us satiate our eyes with the sight of the lovely Babe; let us 
admire in secret the poverty with which He is surrounded. 

Let us sing “Great is the Lord and worthy of praise,” little is the 
Lord and exceedingly worthy of love. 

Behold the little Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a 
manger; behold the wretchedness with which He is surrounded. 

Behold His innocent flesh exposed to the rigors of cold; behold 
His limbs shivering while the smile of heaven is playing about His lips. 

Behold the little hands which formed the universe, and which are 
one day to be cruelly pierced, now stretched out in supplication to 
heaven for our sins. 








236 Tabernacle and Pasgetery 


Behold the little feet that are to walk about doing good, and that 
are finally to be lacerated with the cruel nails and hammer. 

Behold the Countenance on which the angels desire to look, now 
upturned to heaven in silent entreaty for our transgressions. 

See those beauteous eyes, resplendent with light from above, now 
suffused with tears of sorrow for our crimes, now radiant with the 
light of redeeming us. 

See the pulsations of that little Heart ever panting for our hap- 
piness; and remember that for love of us It is to be pierced with the 
cruel lance. 

Think that under all these humble forms, infinite majesty, al- 
mighty power, immaculate sanctity, and eternal wisdom are veiled. 

See the Virgin-Mother bending over the lovely Babe, and contem- 
plating with chaste eyes all the fulness of the Godhead. 

See how she laments the poverty and misery that surrounds Him, 
and yet bows in submission to the decrees of heaven; how she adores 
Him with profoundest homage as her Lord and her God, and wel- 
comes Him with joy as the deliverer of her fellow creatures. 

See with what delight she holds Him up for the adoration of the 
shepherds, and how she treasures in her heart the mysteries which she 
beholds. 

See the joy of the humble carpenter, His foster father, how he is 
ravished with amazement, how he kisses the precious tear-drops from 
the Infant’s eyes, how he reverently composes the little limbs, and then 
retires to a short distance to survey and adore Him in silent wonder. 

See the shepherds of Israel prostrated before Him and welcoming 
to earth their expected Messiah. 

Let us join them, and the Angels, and St. Joseph, and the Virgin 
Mary. 

Let us throw ourselves at the feet of the Infant and say:— 


O sweet, adorable and lovely little Babe of Bethlehem, 


We kiss Thee! We glorify Thee! 

We salute Thee! We detest our sins! 

We adore Thee! We bewail our crimes! 

We love Thee! We weep for our ingratitude! 

We thank Thee! We promise to amend! 

We praise Thee! We are grieved for Thy sufferings. 
We bless Thee! We mourn for Thy humiliation! 


Oh, come! let us adore the little Babe of Bethlehem, 
Our Jesus! Our Savior! Our Redeemer! 
Our Creator, and the Judge of the world! 
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The Prisoners of the King 


Continued 
The Miracle of Cana in Galilee 
Concluded 


(>) ONTINUING our reflections on the miracle of Cana, we find 
much instruction as regards purgatory and the exercise of 

charity towards its inhabitants in the part played by the 
servants at the marriage feast, as well as in the charge addressed to 
them by Our Lady: “Whatsoever He shall say to you, do it.” It is 
here that we find most practical teaching for ourselves. Clearly, the 
accomplishment of Our Lord’s loving purpose in the miracle depended 
in no slight degree on the ready faith and obedience of the servants. 
If they had failed, the miracle might have been deferred. 

At all events, it is certain that, in the case of the deliverance of 
the holy souls, a very great deal does actually and constantly depend 
upon the vivid faith of the children of the Church, upon their under- 
standing of the needs of the holy souls and of their own power of 
helping them, and upon the exercise of their charity in using that 
power to the utmost. As a matter of fact, it is probable that very few - 
of us are as much alive as we ought to be to our duties and oppor- 
tunities of this kind. And even fewer of us are as persistent and ener- 
getic in our efforts as God would have us to be. It may be that many 
a soul would reach heaven much sooner, but for the languor of our 
faith and the coldness of our charity. These considerations might 
therefore lead us to a practical self-examination of our own use of the 
manifold and rich opportunities of succoring the departed, and thereby 
consoling the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

In the second place, we may apply to ourselves Our Lady’s words 
to the servants, in the sense of a special charge to bring aid to the 
holy souls. Thus, “Whatsoever He shall say to you, do it,” may mean 
to us that we are to follow out every inspiration Our Lord sends re- 
specting this work of charity; that we are to consider, in their bearing 
on this matter, all the commands and promises He has left behind 
Him regarding charity to our neighbor in general; and that we are 
to use in behalf of the poor souls all the means of gaining indulgences 
or of performing works of satisfaction that come our way. In a word, 
we are to endeavor to perform every act of charity toward the de- 
parted which Our Lord, in ordaining by His Providence all the cir- 
cumstances and opportunities of our life, would have us perform. 

There is also another sense in which we may understand these 
words—a sense in which they may help us very much in canceling our 
debt to the justice of God, while helping others in the same way. 
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For, if we perform perfectly all the duties and obligations which Our 
Lord lays upon us, if we faithfully and fully discharge the duties of 
our calling in life, we shall, by this faithfulness to grace and duty, 
heap up, day by day, a very considerable treasure in the way of satis- 
faction for our daily faults. At the same time we shall gain power to 
aid Him, as He desires, in the accomplishment of His merciful designs 
toward the holy souls. For, every good work has, besides other quali- 
ties, a quality of satisfaction for sin; and the constant sacrifice offered 
to God by a perfect life according to one’s vocation, obtains immense 
graces and gives wonderful power to prayers. All these things — the 
satisfactory character of good actions of every kind, the increase of 
grace and favor with God which an advance in perfection implies, and 
the power of intercession which is made most efficacious by a holy 
life — all may be turned at will to the help of the poor souls. 


Above all, it is well to realize that as surely as Our Blessed Lady 
fulfilled her proper office in the kingdom of her Son by her act of in- 
tercession, whereby Our Lord was induced, or, as it were, enabled to 
anticipate the beginning of His miracles — which undoubtedly was an 
object of very great and longing desire to His Sacred Heart — so 
surely do we fulfil our office and duty in the Church, by hastening on, 
so to speak, the time of the deliverance of the holy souls by our suf- 
frages and prayers, our sacrifices and penances. 


In one sense, we may say as regards the holy souls that Our 
Lord’s time has not yet come; but in. another, He has made it depend 
on us whether or not it has come. Indeed, the thought that the time 
has not come for His justice to set them free, without the help of His 
children on earth, involves and contains the other thought that the 
time for our exertions, which He so much desires, has come already, if 
we will but enter into the counsels of His love. For His justice can 
be satisfied by our charity as well as by their sufferings, and it is 
more to His glory that satisfaction should be made in the first way, 
rather than in the second. At the wedding feast, Our Lord’s time had 
not come, but Mary’s had. So, too, as regards the holy souls, our time 
for relieving them is always present, as long as their sufferings endure, 
and as long as we are able to lighten and shorten them. 

This portion of the Church year — the holy season of Advent and 
Christmastide — offers special inducements for our exercise of charity 
in behalf of the holy souls in purgatory. For, surely, we will want 
to do all in our power to hasten the deliverance, not only of those who 
may be near and dear to us, but of ALL the poor souls, as being 
specially loved by Christ, so that they may be admitted to the wed- 
ding-feast of heaven for the solemnity of the Birthday of the King. 























Our 75th Anniversary 
December G, 1950 
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Sy ECEMBER 6, 1875, marked a new development of the Bene- 
dictine Order in the United States, for on that day was planted 
oS the little seedling which was designed by Divine Providence 
to develop into the Congregation of the Benedictine Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration of Clyde, Missouri. Five Benedictine Sisters 
from the Perpetual Adoration Convent of Maria Rickenbach in Switzer- 
land were the instruments chosen by God to inaugurate this work. 
On August 17, 1874, they bade farewell to their loved convent 
home in the mountains and turned their steps toward the New World, 





Benedictine Convent of Maria Rickenbach, Switzerland 


From this Alpine Shrine of Mary, situated on a mountainside 3828 feet 
above sea level, came the founders of the Congregation of Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration of Clyde, Missouri. At this Swiss Shrine, the adora- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament has been continued for nearly a century. In the 
beginning, when the sting of poverty made itself keenly felt in many ways, the 
Sisters kept their hours of night adoration sitting up in bed because they had 
no fuel to heat their little convent. Even then the piercing cold of winter 
made their service of adoration one of heroic sacrifice. Now the fruits of their 
privations and sufferings are appearing in the admirable development of the 
scion transplanted from their convent to the United States. 
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whither the holy will of God was beckoning them. After a tedious 
journey, fraught with many hardships, they arrived at Maryville, 
Missouri, on September 5, with just nine dollars remaining in their 
common purse. Their ultimate goal was Conception, Missouri (so 
named in honor of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin), 
a growing Catholic settlement in the northwestern corner of the state, 
about twenty miles from Maryville. However, they remained at Mary- 
ville for a little more than a year, during which time they prepared 
themselves for teaching by studying the English language and other 
necessary subjects. 

Not until December 6, 1875, was the little convent being built for 
them at Conception ready for occupancy. On that day they were 
taken, by lumber wagon, over the hilly, ice-clad roads, to their humble 
home, destined, in the designs of Divine Providence, to be the first 
convent and novitiate of the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
in the United States. On December 8, the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, the little convent was solemnly blessed by the Abbot of 
Conception Abbey. Before long, postulants began to apply for ad- 
mission, and the tiny mustard seed commenced to grow. 

Like all pioneer ventures, this one too was sown in extreme 
poverty, toil and hardship. But the brave little band of pioneers, strong 
in spirit if not in body, were endowed with a courage and cheerfulness 
more than equal to the many hardships and privations of their daily life. 


To assist the Benedictine Fathers of the recently founded monas- 
tery at Conception, the Sisters taught in the district school, and therein 
also found a means of gaining a livelihood. Nevertheless they clung 
with tenacious purpose to their original object of founding a convent 
of Perpetual Adoration, and in spite of the many calls of duty and 
charity, they daily spent some hours in adoration before the Taber- 
nacle. As their membership increased, the adoration hours were in- 
creased accordingly. Finally, after a little more than two years, their 
ardent desire of offering unceasing adoration was achieved through 
efforts often bordering on the heroic, and on March 28, 1878, they 
received with great joy the formal permission to establish perpetual 
adoration.* From that day until the present, an unbroken homage 
of adoration has been offered to our Eucharistic Lord. Needless to 
say, the thorns of sacrifice have often been intertwined with the roses 
of love in this garland of prayer; but love and sacrifice are ever 
faithful companions, and the one sweetens and strengthens the other. 





*So far as we have been able to determine, this community was the first 
to start the unceasing adoration in the United States. The unceasing adora- 
tion is offered also in all the branchhouses as they are established. 
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In 1880 the Sisters opened a school for girls at the convent, but 
continued at the same time to teach in neighboring district schools. In 
time, the growth of the community and of the convent school necessi- 
tated their seeking more spacious quarters. Finding that better rail- 
road facilities could be had near the newly-established town of Clyde, 
about two miles from Conception, a tract of land was purchased, and 
a convent and school erected. On April 19, 1882, the community 
moved to its new location. Care was taken, however, that the angelic 
service of Perpetual Adoration should not be interrupted, and some 
Sisters and Novices remained at the old convent to continue their Eu- 
charistic vigils until Holy Mass had been offered in the new convent 
and the Blessed Sacrament was reserved for adoration there. 


Convent of St. Scholastica 
Clyde, Missouri 
Motherhouse of the Congregation 


<7) UCH were the humble beginnings of the Motherhouse of the 

Congregation of the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adora- 

tion in the United States. Fittingly it was placed under the 

patronage of St. Scholastica, the twin sister of St. Benedict, 

mother and foundress of the female branch of the Benedictine Order. 

God’s blessing seemed to rest visibly on the undertaking from the start, 

and the little mustard seed gradually developed into the proverbial tree, 
which has, in turn, produced several other branches. 








First Convent of the Benedictine Sisters at Clyde, Missouri 
(Blessed May 3, 1882) 

















The Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, 
as seen today. (Facing west.) 


Although the community has always cherished a filial and grateful 
affection for the mother convent of Maria Rickenbach, the American 
foundation has been entirely independent of its Swiss parent for many 
years. Its Constitutions received the final approbation of the Holy 
See in 1936, and since that time it has functioned as a Congregation 
under Pontifical jurisdiction. 


Marked with the Cross 


Through the years, the work of the Congregation has been marked 
with the Sign of the Cross, which is ever a pledge of the blessing of 
God and a potential means of drawing nearer to Him in a spirit of 
faith and loving trust. There was, for example, the calamity of August 
20, 1891, when lightning struck the chapel about 4 o'clock in the 
morning during a severe electrical storm. The two official adorers 
kneeling on their prie-dieux were almost stunned by a ball of fire 
which struck just a few yards in front of them. Paralyzed with fright, 
the two Sisters nevertheless remained faithfully at their sacred post 
of duty, though the lightning caused serious damage to the roof and 
walls of the chapel and the rain poured in through the openings. They 
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felt as if every moment would be their last, but willingly offered their 
lives as a sacrifice of love.* The work of repairing the damagec 
building, and the expense involved, was a source of considerable hard- 
ship and inconvenience for the struggling young community. 


Again, there was the explosion of an acetylene gas plant on a 
cold day in January, 1917, which demolished the building that housed 
it and shattered practically all of the window panes on two sides of 
the convent. What this entailed in the midst of a cold winter may 
well be imagined! 

Another painful trial came in 1919, when a serious epidemic 
of influenza brought a number of Sisters to death’s door, and confined 
so many to the infirmary and improvised sick-rooms that it was difficult 
to find enough who were able to keep unbroken the hours of adoration 
by day and night, and to carry on the active work of the community. 


For some years the Sisters conducted a small academy for girls 
under the patronage of St. Joseph at the Clyde convent. As time 
went on, however, it was found increasingly difficult to combine the vo- 
cation of teaching with the secluded life appropriate to the vocation 
of Perpetual Adoration, and the Sisters gradually withdrew entirely 
from the field of education. Now only such active works are under- 
taken as can be performed on the premises of the convent, without in- 
termingling with seculars. Thus an atmosphere of prayer and recollec- 
tion in keeping with our vocation of perpetual adoration can more 
easily be maintained. 


Among these active works, that of the publication of our monthly 
magazine, “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” and an assortment of booklets 
now numbering some eighty titles, will undoubtedly be of chief in- 
terest to our readers. The work, from start to finish, is done entirely 
by the Sisters, as the accompanying pictures will show. The making 
of altar breads constitutes a major occupation at our three branch- 
houses; also the making of liturgical vestments and linens. 


*One of these Sisters passed to her eternal reward in 1945; the other, now 
ninety years old, has been confined to the infirmary for some years and longs 
for the day when the Divine Bridegroom will call her home to the everlasting 
nuptials of heaven. It so happened that this was the very day on which 
Father Lukas Etlin, then newly ordained, was to offer his first Solemn Holy 
Mass in the convent chapel. By the time the hour for offering the holy Sac- 
rifice arrived, the Sisters had so well cleared away the debris and rearranged 
the sanctuary that the young priest, in his deep recollection, was unaware 
that anything had happened until it was called to his attention after the service. 




















Northeast view of the Adoration Chapel and Convent 


The Chapel of Perpetual Adoration 


The Adoration Chapel, dedicated to the Holy Eucharist, adjoins 
the convent on the north. It is built of Bedford stone, and bears aloft 
on its slender spire a gilded monstrance, inset with the replica of a 
host—proclaiming by these outward symbols the sublime purpose to 
which it is consecrated. Latin inscriptions on the transept further in- 
dicate this purpose. Translated, they read: House of God and Gate 
of Heaven; and My House is a House of Prayer. 

The chapel was solemnly consecrated on November 15, 1911, and 
thus made truly a “house of prayer,’ where God is ever attentive to 
those who call upon Him with love and confidence. Within its sacred 
walls the incense of prayer and praise rises heavenward day and night 
from hearts of consecrated virgins before the Eucharistic throne. 

Gracing the apse and the nave are large mosaic pictures, the 
former depicting Christ as the Eternal High Priest, surrounded by 
saints and angels, and the latter portraying some of the joyful and 
glorious mysteries of the lives of Jesus and Mary. A stately high 
altar of snowy-white marble, dominated by an exposition throne 
wrought of precious metals, gives evidence of the skill of a master 
hand. But the center of attraction is the large white Host, set high on 
the exposition throne in a gleaming monstrance. Certainly it is fitting 
ithat beauty should adorn the palace where the King of kings deigns to 
hold perpetual court, and one cannot but feel that the inspiration for 
the chapel’s adornment came from a heart glowing with love for the 
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Blessed Sacrament and with zeal for the beauty of God’s house.* 
The sanctuary of the Adoration Chapel at Clyde, is truly the bond 

of union between all the members of the Congregation, for it is here 

that each Sister has received the holy habit of religion and has pledged 





East side of the Adoration Chapel, showing a section of the Sisters’ 
choir stalls. 


her vows to God, with the added promise of consecrating herself to 
the Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament. This con- 
secration may be admirably fulfilled whether at the Motherhouse 
where the Perpetual Adoration is carried out with full solemnity, or 
at a branchhouse where pioneer years usually require a humble start 
and a gradual development. 


*Such indeed was the heart of Rev. Father Lukas Etlin, a Benedictine 
monk of Conception Abbey, under whose careful supervision the chapel, its 
furnishings and decorations, were planned and executed. During the thirty- 
five years he served as chaplain to the community, his love for the Blessed Sac- 
rament became more ardent, and diffused itself not only through his example 
and his instructions and conferences, but also through the pages of “Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory,” which he originated. Convinced that “nothing is too 
good for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament,” he devoted his talents and his ener- 
gies te provide a fitting sanctuary for Him. 
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Adorers in the Sanctuary at the Motherhouse in Clyde 


On Sundays and feastdays, four adorers, and on weekdays, two, kneel in adoration. 


The privilege of perpetual Exposition was granted to the Motherhouse 
on the feast of St. Michael the Archangel, September 29, 1920, and during 
the thirty ensuing years the Blessed Sacrament has remained exposed on 
the altar night and day (except as prescribed by the rubrics of Holy Week). 
This privilege has been accorded also to each of the three branchhouses of 


the Congregation. 





Choral recitation of the Divine Office in the Clyde Sanctuary 
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Our Printery 

Through the operation of a printery, established at Clyde in 1904, 
our Congregation carries out a venerable tradition of the Benedictine 
Order. From the time of the foundation of the Order in the 6th cen- 
tury, the monks and nuns 
of St. Benedict rendered 
inestimable services to 
the Church and to human 
society by copying and 
illuminating manuscripts, 
which they did with great 
artistic skill. Had it not 
been for the monasteries, 
probably all the ancient 
writings of the Church 
Fathers and other spirit- 
ual works would have 
perished during the bar- 
barian invasions. When the art of printing came into being, the sons 
and daughters of St. Benedict were among its foremost advocates. 

Our magazine and booklets enjoy a wide circulation in the United 
States and Canada, and their influence reaches out also to many other 
countries. Missionaries laboring in China and Japan, India, Ceylon, 
Africa, Australia, Hawaii, the Philippines and the West Indies, tell us 
that they find them valuable auxiliaries in their work. 





Typesetters at work. 





Keeping the presses rolling. 





The folder, the job press and the vertical press all must do their-part. (Next page 
upper right.) — The stitcher and the cutter give the final touch. (Center.) — The 
addressograph does its work with speed and accuracy under the direction of careful 
operators. (Lower right.) 


ne 














“Secretaries” of the King, answering your letters. 





A busy day in the booklet packing room... 


In this way it is possible for our Sisters, while living a hidden, 
secluded life in keeping with our vocation of perpetual adoration, to 
reach out in an effective way to souls far and near, not only through 
prayer, but also through the apostolate of the press. And by this 
means they are able also to take an active part in the work of Christian 
education without conducting schools or actually laboring in the educa- 
tional field. 

Next month we shall tell you about the Branchhouses of our Con- 
gregation. 











‘PEACE to Men of Good Will” 


HE message of peace heralded over the plains of Judea nine- 
teen hundred years ago by messengers from heaven finds faint 
echo in many parts of the world today. Regions where the 
kingdom of God flourished have now fallen into the hands of 
those who hate things Christian, and men and women and 
children have been robbed of the consolations of their Faith. 

It was to a distraught world, too, that the angels announced the 
coming of the Prince of Peace. Injustice, hatred, sin, prevailed, in 
keeping with a paganism which knew no limits. Those who “loved 
justice and hated iniquity’’ realized that only a power above the 
earth could rescue suffering humanity. That power came in the 
Person of God’s Incarnate Son. On Christmas day we commemorate 
the coming of that Power, which is God in human form, Jesus, our 
Savior. 

The Savior came with a weakness to confound the strong. He 
came with a foolishness to confound the wise. He came exemplify- 
ing simplicity, humility, and love. Little wonder that the world would 
not receive Him—the world which lived by pride, selfishness, and 
luxury! 

The opposition which met the Savior in the beginning has mani- 
fested itself time after time, for He foretold that very thing. Some- 
times the opposition has been strong—sometimes weak. But always it 
has proclaimed the same philosophy in its glorification of the body 
over the soul—the creature unanswerable to the Creator, and might 
ruling in place of right. That very opposition continues today, more 
powerful perhaps than ever before, but those who know the full story 
of the Church know that in God’s own good time she will come forth 
triumphantly from the strife. 

However, this is too happy a time of the year to think sad 
thoughts of those who have done and who would do violence to the 
Church and desecrate the Name of her Divine Founder. It is a 
time of the year when we should refrain from too much seeking 
of earthly pleasure, and instead bow in humility before the crib 
of Bethlehem. It is a time when we should pause and thank God for 
all the blessings He has sent us during the past year. It is a time 
when we-should pledge ourselves to be more worthy of the vocation 
of Christians to which we are called. It is a time, particularly, when 
we should think of the children and impress upon their young minds 
the love which God has shown to man in the Incarnation of the Son 
of God. It is a time when we should strive for special fervor in our 
Christmas Communion, praying that we may acquire in some little 
measure the humility, the simplicity, and the charity of Christ. It is 
a time when we should pray most earnestly for the peace that He 
alone can give, and that His kingdom of peace may extend through- 
out the whole world. 











Little Lovers’ League 


se 


NCE upon a time, long, long ago—as far back 
as the third century, in fact—there lived in 
Asia Minor a giant of a man. He was so tall 
and strong that he feared nothing. His one 
~’ desire was to find a master stronger than himself 
“ ~—> whom he could be proud to serve. He searched every- 
. where, but always the kings or princes he chose were 

afraid of something. They were not powerful enough 
for Christopher, which was the giant’s name. Finally, at the advice of 
a holy hermit, he settled down by the banks of a rushing river and 
offered to carry travelers who passed that way across the river on his 
back, for there was no bridge. In this way, the hermit told him. he 
would be serving Christ, who is the strongest of masters. 

Rich and poor, young and old, Christopher carried across the 
river, never demanding payment for his services because he was doing 
it out of love for his new Master. One stormy night a little child 
asked to be taken across, so Christopher, grasping his stout staff, took 
him on his shoulders and set off. At first he scarcely noticed the 
child’s weight; but as they went on he grew heavier and heavier, forc- 
ing the giant to bend under the load. Twice Christopher slipped and 
nearly fell into the river. At last, almost breathless, he reached the 
other side, and bending down, gently placed the child on the other 
shore. Straightening up, he gasped: “Had I carried the whole world 
on my back, it could not have weighed more than you!” The child 
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smiled at him and said: “Do not be astonished, for you have carried 
on your back not only the whole world but Him who created it!” 
And as Christopher stood gazing at the Child, He seemed to grow taller. 
A golden halo of light shone about Him as, still smiling, He leaned 
forward and touched the giant’s staff. Immediately the staff sprouted 
fragrant white flowers, nestling amid shiny green leaves. When 
Christopher looked up, the Child had vanished, but Christopher strode 
back across the river with a song in his heart, knowing that he had 
indeed served His Master that night, for it was the Christ Child he 
had carried across the river! 


This, dear Little Lovers, is the beautiful legend of St. Christopher, 
the “Christ-bearer.” We have chosen him for our patron this Advent 
in order that he may show us how to be Christ-bearers, too; how to 
carry Christ in our hearts as Christopher carried Him in his arms. If 
we asked him how to do this, St. Christopher would probably tell us 
to imitate the Blessed Virgin in her preparation for the birth of her 
Son. And surely, if we try to be just like Mary, obedient, simple, 
cheerfully helping others whenever we have the opportunity, perhaps 
sacrificing some of our own time and interests for those of others, then 
our hearts will be warm and ready to receive the Infant Jesus when 
He comes to us in Holy Communion on Christmas Day. But if we are 
too busy with our plans for a merry Christmas, too interested in the 
presents we expect to receive and the good times we intend to enjoy, 
to bother helping others, what a cold and windy stable our heart will 
be for the Babe of Bethlehem when He stretches out His eager little 
arms to us! 

Let us resolve, then, to be Christ-bearers this Advent, to bring 
Christ to others by our words and actions. Did you know that there 
is a movement today, called the “Christophers,” whose purpose is 
exactly this — to bring Christ to others? The members of this move- 
ment work as individuals and “go as Christ-bearers into the market- 
place.” Already their efforts have accomplished much good in the 
fields of government, education and entertainment. They would appre- 
ciate your prayers that they may continue showing Christ to others 
who do not know or who ignore Him. And in your small way you can 
be Christophers too, by giving good example to other children in imita- 
tion of the Christ Child. 


No matter how humble our efforts may be, or what form they may 
take, if we have tried to make the Infant Jesus at home in our hearts 
this Advent, if we have tried to follow our Blessed Mother’s example 
of joyous charity, our Christmas will be a wonderfully merry one; 
or, as the Baby Jesus would probably have us say, a truly “Mary” 
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Christmas. May it be this for each and every one of you, dear Little 
Lovers! 


PRACTICE: To visit the Tabernacle once a day and say a little 
prayer of welcome and longing for the coming of the Christ Child. 


ASPIRATION: Come, little Jesus, live in my heart, and make 
me a true Christopher in word and deed! 


St. John, _the Beloved Disciple 


ALS we group around the crib of Bethlehem to gaze on the lovely 
Child lying there, we find before us a tall figure standing very 
near, with eyes fixed on the Babe, wearing on his forehead the white 
wreath of virginity. It is the great St. John, the “Son of Thunder,’ 
Apostle, Evangelist, and beloved friend of Christ, whose feast we 
celebrate just two days after Christmas. With him as our guide, we 
too, will dare to draw closer and ‘‘see with our eyes and touch with 
our hands’”’ this Word made Flesh, whose tiny Heart is even now 
throbbing with the love that will one day cause It to be pierced 
through on the Cross, while this same disciple stands beneath, watch- 
ing in helpless anguish. 

St. John is probably the ‘other disciple’’ who, together with St. 
Andrew, followed Jesus when the Baptist pointed Him out as the 
Lamb of God. A few days later, when John and his brother James 
were mending their nets, the two brothers received a special call from 
Our Lord. And immediately dropping the net, they left off searching 
in the deep waters of the sea of Galilee to begin searching into the 
depths of the Divine mysteries which Christ would reveal to them 
and through them. 

From that day on, St. John was never separated from Jesus. He 
accompanied Him everywhere, witnessing His miracles and imprint- 
ing indelibly on his mind the words of life which fell from those 
Divine lips. At the Last Supper he reclined at table next to Jesus 
so that he had only to lean back to rest his head on the breast of 
Our Lord. How could St. John help but be inflamed with burning 
love for God, kindling it as he did from the very Heart of Christ? 
Alone of the Apostles, the beloved disciple stood by his Master through- 
out His Passion, and heard the dying Son from the Cross surrender 
into his care His dearest Mother. Thus was his loyalty rewarded, 
and surely it is most fitting that to the virgin disciple should be con- 
fided the Virgin-Mother. How Our Lord must love purity and vir- 
ginity, since He chose a Virgin for His Mother, a virgin for His pre- 
cursor and a virgin for His most beloved friend! 

After the Resurrection, when Christ appeared to His disciples 
by the shore of the Sea of Tiberias, St. Peter, to whom the keys of 
the Kingdom had just been entrusted, asked Our Lord what was to be- 
come of St. John who was walking behind them as they talked to- 
gether. Christ answered that if He wished John to remain till He 
came, it should not concern St. Peter. This answer accounts for the 
legend that St. John would never die, a legend which the saint refutes 
in his Gospel. 
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The beloved disciple remained for some time in Jerusalem after 
the Ascension of Our Lord, though it seems that he also preached 
abroad in Parthia. Later, probably after the death of the Blessed 
Virgin, he traveled through Asia Minor, establishing and appointing 
bishops for many churches there, but returned to Jerusalem for the 
first Council of the Apostles. On going back to Asia he was arrested 
by the procounsel and sent to Rome during the persecution of Domi- 
tian. In Rome he was violently scourged and thrown into a cauldron 
of boiling oil. Though God miraculously preserved him from death, 
he is given the title of martyr and such he certainly was in desire 
and intention. 

His attempt to kill the saint having proved vain, Domitian or- 
dered him to be banished to the island of Patmos, where it is believed 
he wrote his marvelous book of revelations, called the ‘‘Apocalypse.’’ 
At Domitian’s death, all his edicts were revoked, and St. John, now 
a very old man, was able to return to Ephesus to be made bishop of 
that church. His zeal, however, had not diminished with age. There 
exists a remarkable story of a young man whom the Apostle had con- 
verted and entrusted to the bishop of a neighboring city. Unfortu- 
nately, the youth fell in with some companions of evil life and soon 
turned robber himself. When St. John next visited the bishop, he 
inquired for his convert, and on being told what had become of him, 
called for a horse and guide, and set out for the mountain hideout of 
the thieves. Having reached it, he was quickly made prisoner and 
led before the leader of the gang, who was none other than the young 
man in question. Recognizing the saint, the youth fled in confusion 
from his look of compassion and rebuke; but John, forgetting his 
years, ran after him, pleading with him not to flee thus fram his aged 
and loving father. At these words the robber stood still, and as the 
beloved saint drew near, he burst into tears and fell at his feet, cast- 
ing his weapons far from him. St. John embraced him tenderly, 
leading him back by gentle entreaty to the fold of the Faith and a 
reform of life. 

That his advanced age had in no way lessened his charity can 
be seen from his admonition to the flock at Ephesus. Unable any 
more to preach long sermons, he had himself carried often to the 
church, and there he would repeat, time and again: “Little chil- 
dren, love one another.” Tired of this constant theme, his listeners 
asked why he did not speak on something else. To which the saint 
replied: “If you do this, it is enough.” At length, around the year 
100, sixty-four years after the Crucifixion.of Christ, St. John died 
at the age of ninety-four. He was buried at Ephesus, and the people 
carried away the very dust from his tomb out of love and veneration 
for their beloved pastor. 

Studying his life, we can easily see why the Church regards St. 
John as one of her greatest glories. Christ Himself had treated him 
with marks of particular affection, granting him such a deep pene- 
tration into the Divine mysteries that in Christian symbolism he is 
pictured as an eagle, soaring on high where our weak human eyes 
cannot follow. From the first chapter of his Gospel, where he tells 
us of the eternal birth of Christ in the Bosom of the Father... “In 
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the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the 
Word was God...’ St. John always presents Jesus as the Son of 
God, the Incarnate Word; this, indeed, was his purpose in writing 
his Gospel—to show that Jesus is Divine, true God and true Man. 

Our Lord also imparted to this favored disciple a most ardent 
charity, which runs like a golden thread through the three Epistles 
which he wrote. ‘God is love... He that loveth not knoweth not God. 
Perfect love casts out fear.’’ Finally, as we have seen, Christ made 
St. John the guardian and protector of His Mother; to Peter was 
left the Church, the Mother of men; to John was left Mary, the 
Mother of God. 

Truly, we may learn many lessons from this giant among Apostles; 
lessons of purity and cleanness of heart, lessons of devotion and un- 
swerving loyalty; but greatest of all, the lesson of love. Let us, there- 
fore, dear Little Lovers, in this Christmastide of joy, beg him to teach 
us how to love our Child-God with all our hearts and souls and 
strength. Let us ask him to draw us closer to Mary, the Mother of 
the Babe of Bethlehem, so that she may include us in the tender 
love with which she watches over the crib of her Divine Son, so 
that she may see in us the adopted brothers and sisters of her Child 
and may hold Him out to us to bless us with His tiny baby hands. 
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A Message from the Christ Child 
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HE coming of Christmas has never failed to stir human hearts 

and to move them to generous acts of charity in behalf of those 
less fortunate than themselves. The wonderful story of God’s love for 
man as told by the Crib and the Stable always brings before us the 
thought of the poor and the needy of this world; the homeless, the 
widows, the orphans, the sick and suffering. From His manger, the 
Christ Child seems to say: “If you love Me, love these, My brethren. 
For as often as you have shown charity to these, the least of My 
brethren, you have shown it to Me.” 

The tremendous need of the poor and unfortunate victims of the 
late war, innocently suffering as a result of man’s hatred and greed, 
cannot but move Christian hearts to compassion and the desire to do 
what they can to relieve their distress. Continued contributions are 
required to carry on the work of relief. Hence, we trust that our re- 
peated appeals for this work of charity will continue to receive the 
support of our dear friends in an effort to lesson the sufferings of the 
afflicted war victims. Offerings may be sent to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Spiritual Vitamin for December 


O holy Infant Jesus, living in Mary, live in my heart and grant 
me Thy pure and perfect love. 








Booklets to Give 
and to Own 


Use these attractive and inspiring 
booklets to imbibe the true spirit 
of the Christmas season. 








Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus — Devotion to the In- 
fant Jesus is a joyful 


devotion, and this little booklet with its charming devotions and prayers 
in honor of the Divine Child will help you to realize the true joy of Christ- 
mas. 64 pages. 10¢ 





Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — PART I — 
The real 


meaning of Christmas is nowhere better exemplified than in the Church’s 
marvelously beautiful liturgy for this season. The Incarnation of the God- 
man contains a wellspring of graces and merits for those who know how 
to draw from the treasures of the liturgy. It is the aim of this little book- 
let to make these treasures available to all. PART I contains selections 
for all the feasts of Our Lord from Advent to the Ascension. 96 pages. 15¢ 





PART II is a continuation of the feasts from Corpus Christi to Advent. 
96 pages. 15¢ 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All the Feasts of the Blessed 


Virgin — Whenever we think of the Infant Jesus our minds naturally turn 
~_— to His lovely Mother, Mary. The Church, too, never separates 
them in her liturgy. She celebrates the feast of the Immaculate Conception 
with an octave in order to impress upon us Mary’s part in the coming of 
the Savior. This booklet will deepen your faith and love for Jesus and 
Mary. December feasts include also, ‘‘Our Lady of Guadalupe,’’ and Mary’s 
Expectation. 128 pages. 20¢ 





Pathways to Peace — Let the peace of Christ reign in your heart 
this Christmas and all through ‘the coming 
year. This truly inspiring booklet offers a-‘sure guide to obtaining the 
peace promised by the angels at the hirth of the Babe of Bethlehem. 64 
pages. 10¢ 





Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Gabernacle and Purgatory 


is a Christmas gift that friends will treasure, a gift 
that brings guidance, comfort and encouragement 
and is appropriate for everyone on your list. 





Only $1.00 a year. 
$1.25 for Canada and foreign countries. 


The Christmas number will be sent in an attractive holiday wrapper 
with your greeting. 


SEND IN YOUR ORDERS EARLY! 
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Make CRrist the Keynote of a, 
CRaidenaw Giving! 


A complete set of Benedictine booklets 


is a popular Christmas gift and an Sel | / YZ 
¢ 


easy answer to your shopping problems! ~~ 


77 Booklets — Special Price, $7.00. Hs NN 


Appropriate selections of small quantities 
may also be made. 





Price List sent on request. 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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